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The fear of Death, as a natural Pg 
fader d, both with reſpect to the grounds 


. of it, and the remedies againſt it. 
| In a Funeral! | 
. Occaſioned by the . 2 
Much lamented Death 
Mrs. Elizabeth Welman, 
| Who departed this Life, 34 Feþ7. 1724. 
| | Printed for Joux CLARK a RICHARD Herr, at 
| the Bible and Crown in the 8 near Cheap- 
YL; fide- M, DCC, XXVIII. Price Eight-pence. 
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HEY that are wiſe, and un. 
denſtand the Ioving-kimaneſs 
of the Lord, can diſcern his pa- 

ternal afſection, and tender care of the 

welfare and happineſs of thoſe that fear 

A 1 him, 


; BG 


6 


him, in the ſharpeſt trials, and moſt un- 
comfortable and darkeſt ſcenes of life, { 

r, tho 22 affirenwon be for the present 

J e Zac, 2 yo have. They a 3 

the 1 7 rus of righeeouſiieſs, | v 

which they gather from theſè thorns tl 

there is this farther advantage attending 1 

an afflicted condition, that it brings ſe 

them to entertain more friendly, and at 

4 uaprej ejudicd LT of death; They | m 
1 have all the ſame watural weakneſſes "= 
and paſſions, as the reſt of mankind; s XIf 

nor was their divine maſter himſelf oy 

without them, in zhe days of his TS an 

eſb; but then, as by his moſt perfect TY mi 
example they are taught, o by chat co 
higher, that ſupernarural-princplen which Ani 

he communicates to them, they are en- in 

abled to direct, to contrwül, and go wh 


vern them. God hath not "Bi: fir to 
exempt them from the fear of Death; 
but he hath mercifully provided againſt 


the Fe of this fear; having, by che 
agel. 


K 


goſpel - revelation, drawn aſide the veil 


from before the glories of the upper 


world, and continually weakening their 
alliance with the world here below, by 


the various troubles and calamities, 
which, under his wiſe direction, befall 
them in it. Hence, the attractions of 


the heavenly: felicity come to be more 
ſenſibly felt, the leſs chere is to oppoſe 


and counteract them; and, finding ſo 
many things to wean them from this 
ſtrange land, like weary pilgrims, they 
are more willing to return into their 
own country, tho the valley of Death 


muſt be paſt, in the way to it. So re- 


markably does the providence of God 


conſpire with the encouraging doctrines 
and promiſes of his word, to aſſiſt us 
in our conqueſt of a Paſſion, which, 
when it prevails, is one of the great- 

eſt enemies to the repoſe of the mind, 


_ the tranquillity and happineſs of 


* 


N = 
» * 
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ay.” 
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You have, Madam, been made 20 


poſſeſs months of ſorrow, been brought 
low, almoſt within „ght of the grave 


by a ſickneſs of your own; and have, 


as it were, enter d it in one, who was 
a part of your ſelf, and not more dear 


tO you, thro the ſtrong workings of | 


parental afſection, than for thoſe re- 


commending qualities by which ſhe 


engag d the eſteem of all her acquain- 
tance. If I ſay, that I ſincerely ſym- 


pathize with you, I do not pretend to 
any merit herein; ſince, by the many 
obligations which you have laid me un- 


der, and, if you will give me leave 


to publiſh my happinels, by the ho- 


nour and advantage of your friendſhip, 


you have left me without all power 
to do otherwiſe. But, Madam, there 
is at preſent this additional reaſon for 


my mingling ſorrows with you, that 


I have been lately touch'd in the ſame 
tender part. Shall we ſay, as an af- 
flicted parent once did, that we will go 
COT = down 


— a * 


. 
down to our children, to the grave 
mourning? rather, let us comfort our 


ſelves with the reviving hope that we 


ſhall one day meet them in a better 
world than this, which they have left. 
They were hardly enterd into the 
field of battle, and are already more 
than conquerors, through him who lo- 


ved them. And do we grieve at the 


ſhortneſs of their conflict? or envy 


them the eaſy acquiſition of their crown? . 


If they knew our ſorrows, and were 


Indulgd a viſit to our world; would 


they not be ready to chide us for our 
intemperate lamentations, and to ſay, 
weep not for us, who are above your 
pity, and ſhould not thank you for 
your tears, but as they are marks of a 
well-meaning, tho miſtaken love; but 
rather weep for your ſelves, who are ſtill 


ſailing on a tempeſtuous ſea, expos d to 
numberleſs perils, and combating with 


doubts and fears, and temptations, with 


diſeaſes and death: Vet let not any 


troubles 


— — 


(vi) 
troubles you meet with in the world 
make you forget the many reaſons you 
have to be ſatisfy d with the diſpenſa- 
tions of divine Providence; and to re- 
Joice in the believing views of the hea- 
venly reſt. 
That God, hahah 8 hel, LY 
vou, may ſtill be your guide, and oft 
fy to you both the enjoyments and af- 
flictions of life, and, by his multipli- 
ed bleſſings on your ſuryiving oftspring, 
encreaſe your comfort in Mmm; thall 


the e conſtant. prayer N, 


- 2 — * N * 


835 55 8 ele, OD 
en hs War l. dig, 
Loren <i> PT os 
Py bumble been, 


| ih, 


» 23 5 


* 1 FR 
: 8 i * 
4111 


n T , «⁰ + el 
#3 ; | a . F 1 * | 1 1 
. 1 WA %%% 4 4 how . 4 ** 3 y i 
4 - ”- 
T. . f J 5 
* * * N EI 
” 7 2 v * * * 04 * N F v 5 G 
» 1 £ 
— « * 3 0 : s "wt — 1 1 7 s! + — ' * ; 
* ; ; 
* » - * 


ry F * ” 
eam - ” - 
7 n 4 4 * ” * * * * * une 1 \ 0 5 N \ 
J 2 N + W- PR , 4 7 4 „ 4 4 2 


- * * 
» 'Y ; 4 4 
A ww ut . * Fy , * £ a 4 * " : * 7 1 W s iT! 7? 5 
oa 21 12 | 22186N 
A 422 6 o wf > + $7 s s # ba 


: 


e 


ISATAH 3 pang —— * 


HEN ve conſider the character 
of Fezekiah, as a perſon equall 
eminent for his piety and his hi 


Nation, together with the age of his life, 


when this, which is related of him in the 
text, happen d; we ſhall be ready to won- 
der at his behaviour on this occaſion. * Be- 
ing on his ſick- bed, the prophet T/azah is 


ſent to him with this meſſage from God, 


Ser thine houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die, 
and not live; thy diſtemper is in its nature 
mortal, and beyond the reach of human re- 
medies; ſo that, without a miracle of Pro- 
vidence in thy favour, thou haſt nothing to 
count upon but death. A meſſage ſo unex- 


pected, and ſo awfully deliver, puts this © 
good man into ſuch diſorder, that he im- 


WET loſes all command of himſelf, and 
R en | burſts | 


burſß into a flood of tears. The king 0 
Ert „ in whom a greatneſs of ſoul might 
ve been expected, ſuitable to that of his 
condition, wept to hear that he muſt die. A 
ſaint of the firſt rank, who was able to ap- 
peal to his all-knowing Judge, Remember 
now, O Lord, how I have walked before 
thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and 
have done that which is good in thy ſight ; 
and who, conſequently, had ground to hope 


for a life of bleſſedneſs to come, over which 


death hath no power, wept ſore when told 


that he muſt reſign this periſhing,. momentary. 
life. One advanced to the middle "ſtage or pe- 
riod of human life, being now near upon forty 


ears old, (at what time men have — 


reaſon and experience enough. to- to convince 


them, eſpecially being no longer blinded 
by their youthful: paſſions, that the hope of 
an earthly happineſs. is no bettet than an 


idle dream) is griey'd beyond me calure that 
lie muſt leave 2 world, Which, ups repeat. 
ed trial, he Had found. to © at the. belt,” | 
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empty and vain,” ; 


How ſhall we accoiint | for all this 2 Shall | 


we think that Hezekiah hayifig, at this time 


no fon. to ſucceed; him,” was concern d for 
the unſettled ſtate Which the natibh Was like 


k to fall it into after his deceale?” Bilk had this 


en the thing 
| Hind though; © 1s con nk , it wo = ben 


that chicfly lay upon his 


— 


for which ſome, men are admir'd, depends 


©, 

been any way unbecoming him to deſire langer 
life; yet I do not ſee, why his deſire of it 
upon ſo generous a principle ſhould expreſs 


it (elf in ſuch a profuſion of tears; which 


ſeem to be the language. of the more weak, | 
and tender paſſions. And, indeed, if we 
read the writing which Hezekiah composd 
after his recovery, we ſhall have no reaſon 
to queſtion. that the /ove of /ife lay at the 


bottom of all this lamentation: I ſaid inthe 


cutting off of my days, I ſhall go to the gates 
of 78 16.4) 1 an Aepfe if the 72 5 of 
my gears. I ſaid, I ſhall not ſee the Lord, 
even the Lord, in the land of the living: I 
fall behold man no more with the inhabi- 
tants of the world, &c. It is not unlikely, 
that if he had had time to recollect himſelf, 
and his diſeaſe had allow'd of it, he would 
haye receiv'd the tidings with a greater com-. 
palgen of mind, and decency of outward 
behaviour. But, being taken at a furprize, 


and when his ind was ſunk, and clouded, 


with the diſorder of his body, nature be- 
tray d it ſelf, before he was able to put a 
reſtraint upon it, and to make uſe of the 


ſuccours of reaſon and faith. That natural 


courage, or contempt. of danger and death, 


very much on the ſtate of the body, and o- 
ther accidental circumſtances; inſqmuch, 


that, if the pulſe beat low, the ſpirits lo -- Þ 
Sn, DS COD RES 


(4) 
guiſh, land thoſe things which us'd to ani- 
mate them are out of the way; their cou- 
rage preſently ſeems to have forſaken them, 
the fear of death, Which was rhonght to have 
no place in ſuch perſons, revives, and it ap- 
pears they arc like other men; poor, weak, 
and timorous mortals. Thus David, who, 
when but a youth, and keeper of his father's 
ſheep, .ſnatch'd a lamb out of the mouth of 
the lion and the bear; and afterwards freely 
hazarded his life in the high places of the 
Feld; this ſame David, when ſickneſs had 
enfeebled him, and made him an eaſy con- 
queſt for death, flies before an enemy which 
he had ſo often challeng d and defied. Pſa. 
xxxix, 13. O ſpare me, that I may recover 
' ſtrength, before I go hence and be no more. 
From whence I ſhall obſerve that 
Dot. The fia, of death is a natural paſſen.. 

Grace is the beſt preſervative againſt this, 
and other infirmities of ature, but grace is 
not always a perfect cure. Indeed, the pat 
ſion, is not to be rooted out; but, by proper 
methods, may be ſq govern'd, and kept un- 
der, as to create us very little diſturbance. 
As a natural palſion, the fear of death is of 
great uſe, and wiſely deſign d by our maker, 

28 i probable, among other ends, for theſe 

two. vlg, the maintaining and ſtrengthning 
the belief of a futute life; and making men 
more lollicitous to provide 9 0 . 
I, The 8 32 
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1. The fear of death was planted in na- 


ture, as a guard on the notion of a life to 
come, and a conſiderable ſupport to the 


belief of it. Had there been no future ſtate, 
it is very probable the Creator of man would 
have ſo form'd him, as to recqmpenſe the 
ſhortneſs of his life by its greater freedom 
from diſquietude while it laſted ; that he 
might have had all the pleaſure that life 
could afford him, without the fecret ſting 
which he now. finds in the thoughts of death. 
He would not have been haunted by a pa 
fion, which, ſeparated from all hope of any 
happineſs Hereafter, renders his condition, 
in ſome reſpects, more miſerable than that 
of the beaſts of the field; but, like them, 
would have enjoy'd the preſent, and not 
troubled himſelf about the future. Thus, 
if there had been no future fate, is it pro- 
bable man would have been made. 
And, on the other hand, had he been ſo 
made, without any fear of death mix'd in 
his natural temper ; it is reaſonable to think, 
that too many would: have concluded: that 
there was no future ſtate; no life after 
this. Their preſent exiſtence would. have 
fo far ſatisfied them, that they would not 
have dreaded the end of it; and, being ſa- 
tisfied with it, they Would have expected no- 
thing farther, eſteeming the goodneſs and 
wiſdom of ' God — manifeſted in a 
life 


(66% 
life ef a few years continuance, That we 


might not be tempted to take up with ſuch 
thoughts, to the love of life is added an e- 


qual fear of death; and theſe twin paſſions 


together give us notice of ſome other ſtate 


of things beſides the preſent. We naturally 
ſtretch our thoughts and our deſires beyond 


our little ſpan, and are diſpoſed to believe 
a thing ſo agreeable to our reaſon, and our 


 #nchinations too, as a world to come; at 


leaſt, till we have ſinn'd away all hope of 
our being happy there, 

2. Another end which the fear of death 
ſerves is to make men more ſollicitous to 
provide for it. What we dread, as well as 
what we love, is apt to return into our 
minds. It may be, we are not willing to 
think of it; we ſtudiouſly endeavour to for- 


get it; but, whether we will or no, it comes 


ons our way, and makes us take notice of 

It is ſo in the caſe before us; we fear 
— and becauſe we fear it, the melancho- 
Iy, the diſagreeable, image is continually 
croſſing our view. How often do the very 
pleaſures and enjoyments of life give occa- 


ſion to the thoughts of death? are my cir- 


cumſtances eaſy and plentiful? do I ſpend 
my days in mirth? how natural, and ſome- 
times unavoidable, is the reflection; death, 
which I ſo much fear, is at hand, and death 
Will put an end to wy mirth, and make me 
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a poor as the pooreſt of mankind? Hence 


it is, that in the midſt of laughter, or, if 
not then, yet, as ſoon as it is paſt, and we 
have leiſure for a ſober thought, the heart 
is ſorrowful. Happy for many, that it is 
ſo, ſince, by this ſadneſs and penſiveneſs, 
their hearts haue been made better! So a- 
gain, the numerous examples of mortality, 
and more eſpecially the warnings we have 
of it in our ſelves, recall the thoughts of 
death; and theſe thoughts, being of a thing 
we fear, are not always ſo eaſily baniſh'd, 


as they might be, if they were indifferent 


to us ; in that caſe, as they would be leſs 
frequent, ſo more light, and vaniſhing. 
Now 'tis many times this natural thought- 
fulneſs about death that gives the firſt check 
to the motions of a vain, a ſenſual, air 


earthly heart, and teaches it ſobriety and 


moderation. Alas! what is all the glory of 
the world, when the imagination hath ſpread 
the ſhadow of death over it? What is ſen- 
ſual pleaſure, or worldly wealth, when we 
conſider that they will be paſt and gone with 
this life? And thus the fear of death, by 
ſuggeſting the thoughts of it, and making 
thoſe thoughts more ' weighty and piercing, 
is exceeding ſerviceable to us. As it is far- 
ther, by ſetting our thoughts and meditati- 
ons on work concerning the beſt methods 
1 oppoſing and qualifying theſe fears. 

3 Shall 


629 
Shall my ſoul have no reſt from the alarms 


of this troubleſome paſſion? be never able : 
to ſurmount it? O wretched man that I , 


am! who ſhall deliver me from this fear of 
death? Here Religion kindly offers relief, 2 
the relief of its doctrines and promiſes ; a” 
which, under the ſecret and powerful influ © 
ences of the ſpirit of life, do, in concur. FF 
rence with its own fears, diſpoſe the ſoul F li 
to liſten to the voice of witdom; fo that tage ir 
man, who was before given up to vanity, | b 
turns his thoughts to the concerns of eter- I 
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nity ; and the good man minds them with F is 
greater ſeriouſneſs and application. And 132 
thus, where there is a promiſe of life, as 2 th 
there is under the Goſpel, and men by a F v 
continued courſe of wilful afd heinous ſin ea 


have. not quench'd the ſpirit of God, and m 
deſtroy d their hopes of mercy; that is, as Ot 
a natural paſſion, the fear of death hath a 2 


moſt ſalutary tendency, making them flee for ha 
refuge to the hope that is ſet before them. or 
In the farther conſideration of this point, ha 

I ſhall | ſec 

- Firſt. Enquire, what it is in death that k 
makes it ſo unpleaſing to nature; or, what me 
the principal grounds are of that averſion, are 
which men zaturally have for deatg. of 
- Secondly. Propoſe a few rules, or directi- ou 
ou 


ons, which may be of uſe to reconcile us 


Wy 


to the thoughts of death, notwithſtanding 
the reluctance and oppoſition of nature a- 
gainſt it. 


Firſt. 1 ſhall enquire, what are the prin- 
cipal grounds of that averſion which all men 
naturally have for death, and,under cach 
head, ſuggeſt ſuch thoughts, by way of re- 
lief, as tend to quiet and eſtabliſh the heart, 
in reſpect of that particular ground of trou- 
ble. | 

1. We therefore fear death, 88 it 
is our departure out of this world, which 
is our native place. The world hath been 
the abode of mankind for many ages. They 
were the firſt inhabitants of the country; 
carth-form'd, and not tranſplanted, in the 
manner of a colony, from ſome other part 
of the creation. The firſt man was taken 
out of the duſt of the ground, and had his 
habitation aſſign d him where he had his 
original. And tho he and his deſcendants 
have ſucceſſively been tranſported into un- 
ſeen and diſtant regions, yet what children 
they had were all born to them, before they 
left this world. The earth is our common 
mother; we come naked from her womb, and 
are caſt helpleſs on her lap; ſhe is the nurſe 
of our infancy; ſupplies all the delights of 
our childhood, and youth, and too often of 
our more rational, and advanced age. Here 

ä we 
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we firſt enter upon being; here we firſt draw 
vital air; here the light firſt ſalutes our eyes, 
and our other ſenſes are entertain'd with 
their ſeveral objects; here we learn to ſpeak 
and go, to think and reaſon; in a word, all 
we know of life comes, either immediately, 
or remotely, from our acquaintance with this 
world, into which we grow from our earli- 
eſt years. And *tis no wonder, if all this 
begets a particular fondneſs for the place of 
our birth. A man's native country hath al- 
ways attractives for him, how deſtitute ſo- 
ever of them in the opinion of others. Ha- 
dad the Edomite having made his eſcape in- 
to Egypt in the flaughter of his countrymen 
by Joab, tho he was as well received by 
the King as he could deſire, and matched 
into the royal fatnily, and tho' he was but 

a child when firſt driven from his home; 
ii no ſooner heard that David and Joa 
were both dead, but he prepar'd for his re- 
turn, and to Pharaoh. who expoſtulated the 
matter with him, asking him het her he 
Tacked any thing with him that he ſought 
to go to his own' country, anſwer'd, nothing, 
however let me gv in any wiſe. 1 Kings . 
Oc. Death hath flaturally the appearance of 
a melancholy baniſhment from our home, 
and the more melancholy, becauſe it muſt 
one time or other be ſubmitted to by all. 


i All 
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and to whom they were ſpoken. 


low him. 


CRP 

All this is very true; but all this ſhould 
move me little, when I conſider, that every 
real Chriſtian, is born again; and by virtue 
of his new birth, which is from above, be- 
comes related to a net world, and as it 
were, loſes the relation he before had to 
this. Heaven is as truly the country of ho- 
ly ſouls, their city, their home, as if they 
had been born there; they are naturalized 
to it; not by a legal change only, or a 
change in their name and outward ſtate; 
but properly, by their being made partakers 
of a divine nature. Te are not of the world, 
but I have choſen. you out of the world. John 
xv. 19. You know who ſpake theſe words,. 
The Diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus have left the world to fol- 
In the world, they are ſtrangers 
and pilgrims, and do ſo account themſelves, 
as well as are often ſo treated by the world; 

they defire and ſeek à country, even an hea- 
Venly, having their faces, and their hearts, 
Zion-ward ; thither they are continually 
tending; there is their reſt, long wiſh'd for, 


but never found, till they come there; how 


great ſoever be the diſtance between, they 
have their converſation in heaven a, and which 


is a yet bolder expreſſion, their dwelling 
Place in God®. 


The laſt moment of their 


* Phil. i. 20 > Pſal. xc. 1. 


C2 lives, 
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_ ties; like the laſt ſtep of a weariſome jour- 
ney, ſets their fect within the gates of the 


| heavenly  Feruſalem, and brings them to 


their father's houſe : Or, if you will, death 


doth no-more than tranſlate them Bag one 


manſion of the Divine preſence, to another, 
more bliſsful and glorious; from the pre- 
ſence of God here on earth, which they know 
only by Faith, to his preſence in heaven, of 
which they are aſſured by fight. A learned 
and good man e, when in his laſt moments 
mention was made of the celeſtial city, 
with trembling lips, and dying voice, not to 
be heard without difficulty, ſpake to his 
friends that ſtood by, after this manner. We 
read of the city Feruſalem, that it Was di- 
vided into two parts, the upper, and the 
lower. The upper, in which were mount 
Zion, the holy Temple, and the King's pa- 


Jace, was inhabited by the tribe of Levi, 


and the Royal Family; the lower by the peo- 
ple, who from thence aſcended to thoſe ſa. 
cred abodes: by which figure this pious man 


would have us to conceive the double ſtate 
of the Church, the true Jeruſalom, and mo- 
ther of us all, to be delineated. We, who 
are in this earthly valley, being as yet in the 


kingdom of grace only, but, as many of us 
as are made” mw and prieſts unto God * 


=, Druf us; a8 it is related in his Life. 


; (13) | 
Feſus Chriſt, in due time to aſcend to the 
Feruſalem above, where is our enrollment, 
and our fixed ſeat. So great was the fatis- 
faction which this holy man, juſt upon the 

oint of leaving this ſinful world, had in 
the view of that glorious world, to which 
he was related, and where he was now a- 
bout to enter, and for ever dwell! 

2. When we leave the world, at death; 
we not only leave the place, but all that is 
dear to us in it. As we came forth of our 
mother's womb; naked ſhall we return, to 

0 as we came, and ſhall take nothing of our 
labour, which we may carry in our hand. 
Afflicted Fob, the wiſe author of Eccleſaſ- 
tes b, and the Apoſtle Paul ©, do all ſpeak 
this language. Death diſſolves the neareſt, 
ſtrongeſt, ties, of nature and friendſhip3 
hath no regard to all the names of endear- 
ment among men, ſuch as parents and chili. 
dren, brother and ſiſter, husband and wife; 
tears us from the embraces of thoſe that 
lov'd us, and thoſe whom we loy'd; takes 
us away while they are weeping around us. 
TI ſhall behold man no more with the inha- 
bitants of the world, is the mournful com- 
plaint of Fezekiah. Lover and friend ſhall 
be put far from me, and my acquaintance in. 
to darkneſs. I muſt be ſtrip'd bare of all 
my worldly goods, be thrown out of all. 


Job i. 1. Fel. v. 15 4 Loy 7 * 
Fs | hat- 
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Whatever I enjoy'd, whatever I ealłd mine, 
Whatever I admird, or doated upon, muſt 


unwillingly, and, 


cternal darkneſs. 


— 


be leſt; I muſt bid a long adieu to all. Theſe 
are killing thoughts to ſuch as have ſet their 
affections on things here below. And 0 
how ſmall is the number of thoſe. that have 
not} Hoy few can we find whom the earth 
docs not hold faſt to itſelf by ſome power- 
ful alliance, ſome ſecret fondneſſes, and at- 
tachments? The affection is twiſted with 
their very ſauls; ſo that a ſeparation is not 
to be made, without the utmoſt violence, 
and pain, Ag a perſon, whoſe heart is og 
ſhare, among his beloved relations, and ac- 
quaintance, and his old delights, takes his 
leave of them again, and again, puts to ſea 
while the ſhip carries him 
at a diſtance from them, is not able to remove 
his eyes till they are no longer to be ſeen ;. 
ſa do we commonly part from this world; 
we know not how to bid our laſt farewell; 
we would fain linger a little longer, take an- 
ather view of this and that object, and 
ſhould hardly ever conſent to part, did not 
death force us away, and dlaſe our eyes in 


But now if I conſider this matter as. a 
Chriſtian ; what ſhould make me ſo exceed- 
ing loth to quit my earthly. friends, and 
intereſts? Is it, that the world I am going 
to is a deſart, barren place, without ſocie- 
„„ | | | 7), 


ty, and without ? 


1 
leaſures? Or becauſe they 


are inferior to thoſe of this lower world? 
Neither of theſe can be pretended. Heaven 
hath its ſociety, and that ſociety glorious and 
divine; its pleaſures, and thoſe pleaſures pure 
and entrancing. The ſociety are an innumera- 
ble company of Angels, the general aſſembly 
and Church of the firſt- born, and the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect, united by mutual 
love, and the moſt entire conformity of ho- 
Iy inclinations, under Jeſus the mediator of 
the new covenant, and, by him, to God the 
fountain and judge of all. And I do not ſup- 
pole that any of my Chriſtian friends here 


below will think I undervalue them, if I 


of them, and in their beſt moments, is low W- 


ſay, that their «hi et that of the beſt 


and worthleſs, when” compared with this. 


The pleaſures are the greateſt that can flow 


from the compleat enjoyment of God the 
ſupreme good, and of all other inferior good 


things heap'd together, that have any ſuita- 
bleneſs to the powers and capacities of our 


exalted nature; inſomuch that not the leaſt 
void will be left in the happy ſouls not a 


23 ſingle deſire unſatisfied, not a ſingle ſenſe, 


or faculty, unemploy'd, to its utmoſt extent. 
All they, whoſe names are written in hea- 
ven, are free of this ſociety. while they live 
here on earth; but death alone actually joins 
them to it, and admits them into the full 

pat- 


— . — can ap 


v6) 
participation of the ſame joys. And cer- 
tainly, that perſon is not worthy of all this 
happineſs, who does not think it worth dy- 
|<. 

3. The manner of leaving the world, by 
the ſoul's going out of the body, which is im- 
plied in death, increaſeth the ſad difficulty 
of, agrting. Could we be tranſlated with- 
out ſeuing death, put off mortality, and not 
pus off the body, as thoſe Saints ſhall do, 
who are found alive at the laſt day, it would 
be ſome mitigation of the ſentence, a little 
ſoftening of its terror. But alas! I ſhall 
not only g0 as naked out of the world, as I 
came into it; but more ſo; at my entrance 
into this life, my ſoul was clothed, tho my 
body was not; at death, 
flcſh muſt be laid aſide, and my ſoul be found 
"naked. The addition which this makes to 
the terrors of death is intimated by the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, when he ſays, that we who are 
in this tabernacle do groan being burthened ; 
not that we would be unclothed, but clothed 

upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up 


of life. 2 Cor. v. 4. We could be glad to 
be diſpens d from this way of exchanging 


this mortal life for one that is immortal. 
When J leave the earth, muſt I leave my 


body to mingle with it? Muſt the houſe, 


"where my ſoul hath dwelt, be abandon'd, 


its form defaced, its organs become uſcleſs, 
the 
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(17) 
the admirable frame and, contexture of its 
parts be diflolv'd, and hideous deformity, 
and loathſome putrefaction overſpread the 
whole? At the very thought of it, I am a 


terror to my ſelf; I mourn over my body, 


as a man over his friend who is condemn'd 
to death, and waiting in dreadful ſuſpence 
the fatal warrant that orders his execurion 
Methinks, could I but be allow'd to take 
my body with me, I ſhould depart, more 
contented ; the preſence of my old compani- 
on would ſweeten my exile, that 1 ſhould 
not be ſo ſenſible of the want of my other 
friends. But thefe two boſom acquaintance, 
who had almoſt all their pleafures and pains 
in common, who rejoic'd and mourn'd to- 
gether, muſt be divided, and one of them 
alone outlive the ſeparation. Thus does na- 
ture lament her ſelf, on this foreſeen change, 
in terms of the greateſt diſtreſs. 

And hath grace nothing to reply? Yes, 


abundantly cnough to adminiſter comfort 


to any one but the mere natural man. When 
my body is laid in the grave, there will at, 
once be an end of all the diſeaſes, and 
pains of the body; of its hunger, and thirſt, 
and wearineſs, for there the weary are at 
reſt. And my ſoul, if cleans d and ſancti- 
fied by the blood of Jeſus, and the ſpirit 
of God, will find no want of ſuch a body 
as this; have no cauſe to regret a ſeparation, 

; D which 
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which delivers it from the darkneſs, the con- 


finement, and filth, of a priſon, into the 
ſpacious regions of pure and heavenly light; 
deſtroys every corruption, perfects every 


grace, diſpels every doubt, and puts it out 


of the reach of every temptation. And 
how is the ſoul a loſer in all this? The ſoul, 
tis true, was made for a ſtate of union with 


the body; but not with ſuch a body as 


this. The body of innocent man was very 
different from this body of fin and death; 


and ſo, and indeed much more, will the 


body of the glorified Saint be. As the taber- 
nacle in the wilderneſs did not more ex- 
ceed the tent of the meaneſt I/rae/ztes, _ 
the body before the fall the body ſince; fo 

the ſame tabernacle was not more ſurpaſs d by 


the temple of Jo/amon in all its glory, —_ the 
human body, in its firſt and beſt eſtate, will fall 


ſhort of the body rais'd to honor and immor- 
tality. Of which bleſſed reſurrection the ſouls 


of the righteous having a certain proſpect, 
rejoice therein; ſo tranſported with their 


reſent condition, and with looking to the 
things that are before them, as 
things that are behind; the life which they 
once led in the body, and the body it-ſelf, 
which they bequeath'd to worms, and duſt. 
It was this ſupported that young gentlewo- 
man, whoſe much lamented death is the oc- 


__ of this funeral diſcourſe, in her dy- 
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ing moments; being heard, juſt before ſhE 
expir'd, expreſſing her triumph over death 
in thoſe moving lines of the excellent Mr. 
Matts, which begin „ 
And muſt this body dis? 

The morning of the reſurrection, tho be- 
held only afar off by faith, dart i its re- 
viving beams a- croſs the dark valley of death, 
ſo as to ſcatter the gloomy ſhades, and to 


give ſufficient ground for the application of 


thoſe words of the prophet, In the evening 
time it ſhall be light». Here it was ſo, the 


very moment, it I may ſo fay, before the 


laſt remains of life's ſhort day were ſwal- 
lowed up in the black night of death. Bleſ- 
ſed be God! who, in this ſenſe, maketh the 
outgoings of the evening to rejoice. 

4. The country we remove into, when 


we depart out of this world, is in great 


meaſure unknown tous. Only, we know that 
our way and kind of life there muſt be quite 
different from what we are accuſtomed to 
on earth. This makes us more averſe to 


dying. There is little communication be- 


tween that inviſible world and ours; we 
have no intelligence, no advice, as we call 
it, from thence. Notwithſtanding the ma- 
ny thouſands that continually travel thither, 
we never receive any account of their recep - 


2 Hymns B. 2. 110. Zech. xiv. 7. 
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9 20 j 
tion there, of the products of the country 
(if I may ſo expreſs it) and the cuſtoms and 
laws of the inhabitants; we have none ſent 
to us with a meſſage from the dead. After 
all the diſcoveries of the other world by 
one who had liv'd there, before he came 
down Into this, thoſe remote regions lie 
very much in the dark, and we muſt viſit 


them ourſelves to be able to deſcribe them. 
It is true; if our own reaſon were under 


more uncertainty than it is about theſe mat- 
ters, yet the goſpel would not permit us to 
doubt of a ſtate after death, and that it is, 
in general, either very happy, or very mi- 
ſerable. Nay, from the goſpel we learn 
farther, that the bleſſedneſs of the righteous 
conſiſts in the viſion, or enjoyment of God, 
and the miſery of the wicked in being eter- 
nally ſeparated from him: but ſhould we 
preſs to know particulars, it does not yet 
appear what the one or the other ſhall be. 


Should it be ask'd, how they live ; we are 


able to return little more in anſwer than 


this, that a ſoul diveſted of its body muſt 


find itſelf in a very different condition from 
one that is ſhut up in itz muſt perceive and 


remember, feel pleaſure and pain, act and 


be ated upon, after quite another manner; 


that there can be none of thoſe arts, thoſe 


occupations and delights which belong to 
the ſons of * becauſe there is no foun- 


$15: dation 


(2r) 
dation for them, all theſe things being graft- 
ed on the life of the body. See here one 
reaſon of our backwardneſs to leave this 
world! We know this world, but we do 
not know the next; we have tried this life, 
but the future is hidden from us, and, where- 
in it differs from this, we are not in haſte 
to make the experiment. When perſons 
that are about to ſettle in a foreign land are 
at their liberty, where to fix; they com- 
monly make choice of a place they are to- 
lerably acquainted with before hand, by hi- 
ſtorical accounts of it, and where things 
are in the main like thoſe that have been 
familiar to them, only better, if it may be, 
in the ſame kind; that ſo the ſimilitude of 
food, and diſpoſitions, and laws, and lan- 
guage, and manners, may help them in de- 
ceiving themſelves with a pleaſing imagina- 
tion, that they are at home in their own 
country. 

But, O my ſoul, ſhall I ſuffer my ſelf to 
be impos'd upon by ſuch fooliſh prejudices, 
as theſe? Shall that make me flee from 
death, which ought to increaſe my deſire 
of it? Death conveys me to a ſtate of hap- 
pineſs; this I know, if I know my ſelf to 


be in a ſtate of grace now; and with the 


ſame degree of ſatisfaction, and aſſurance ; 
bur the particular ingredients of this happi- 
neſs I do not ſo 8 apprehend. And 
= ſhould 


(22) 
mould not that curioſity, which is ſo natu- 
ral to mankind, and the ſpring of ſo many 
and ſuch unwearied enquiries, work as much 
more ſtrongly in this cafe than in any other, 
as the curioſity is more commendable ; and 
we are here more certain of having it gra- 
tified to the full? What Zhonghtful con- 
templatiue mind would not willingly know, 
after what manner angels, and ſeparate ſpi- 
rits, philoſophize? What are the bounds 
of their knowledge? Or whether their Know- 
ledge hath properly any fxed bounds at all? 
In what caſes they diſcover truth by a chain 
of reaſonings; and in what by immediate 
intuition? And what peculiar helps and 
advantages they enjoy for both theſe? What 
holy ſoul would not willingly know what 
it is to be made perfect in holineſs? To 
have n0 inclinations to evil? And none that 
are faint and languid to that which is good? 
To have that light, and pleaſure from the 
pteſence of God, and the moſt liberal com- 
munications from him, flow, in full tides, 
into the ſoul; the tranſient glimpſes, and 
ſmall forctaſtes of which, are ſo incompara- 
bly ſweet and delightful} To be thorough- 
ly enflamed with the love of God, and 
entirely ſatisfied with his likeneſs? hat 
foul, bowed down with infirmities, benight- 
ed with ſorrows, perplexed with doubts and 
fears, would not willingly know, what it is 
* 4 10 
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64% 
to be compleatly freed from all theſe? That 
the happineſs of heaven, after all the ac- 
counts and deſcriptions of it, remains for 
the moſt part unknown, only proves its 
greatneſs and excellence. The words which 


the Apoſtle Paul heard in his rapture to 


radiſe were appmra, unſpeakable, not ca- 


pable of being utter'd, or made intelligible 


to mortals, thro the ſcantineſs of human 
language, and the weakneſs of human con- 
ceptions. So, the things that God hath pre- 


pared for them that love him, have not en- 


ter d into the heart of man; and the reaſon 
is, that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard any 


things that are like them. This world does 


not ſo much as afford reſemblances, and 
compariſons, by which heavenly things may 
be tolerably explain'd, and repreſented, ſo 
diſſimilar is their nature! And ſo unmea- 
ſureable the diſproportion between things 
below and things above! It was a great ad- 
vance for thoſe that were born blind to be 
endowed by our Saviour with a new fenſe, 
and the nobleſt of all the ſenſes; which na- 
ture had denied them! What an addition 
did this make to the dominions of the 
mind! The change that happens to the 
{ſoul of a good man, paſling ont of this 
mortal life, is ftill more ſurprizing, and 
more for its improvement, and advantage. 


Are the immenſe ſpaces of the heavens, with 


| all 


624) 
all their hoſts, as it were, loſt to one, whoſe 
want of ſight confines his knowledge to 
the few objects that he can touch with his 
hand? In like manner, there are ten thou- 
ſand things conceal'd from the moſt Know- 


ing ſpirit while it is pent up in fleſh, which, 


upon its enlargement, are immediately diſ- 
cover'd to it; much as upon opening the 
window of the eye, which had been 
ſtop'd up before, the ſoul hath liberty to 
look abroad, and in viſion to range thro” 
the heavens, the earth, and the ſea. And 
that which ſhould raiſe our notion of the 
future ſtate ſtill higher, and enflame our deſire 
of enjoying it, is this; that our other ſenſes, 
narrow as they are, bear more proportion 
to the ſight, than the ſight, which is ſo 
much more extenſive than the other ſenſes, 
docs to thoſe new ways of knowledge and 
fruition which death opens to the pious 
ſoul, ſet free from its confinement in the 
body. ata; ea ach; 

5. Death is our removal out of this world, 
without all hope of a return. Ve go hence, 
and are no more. This makes us ready to 


ſay, O remember, that my life is wind! Mine 


eye ſhall no more_ſee good; the eye of him 
That hath ſeen me ſhall ſee me no more; thine 
eyes are upon me and I am not. As the 
cloud is conſumed and vaniſheth away, ſo he 
that goeth down to the grave ſball come up 
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10 more, he ſhall return no more to his houſe, 
neither ſhall his place know him any more. 
Therefore, I will not refrain my mouth, but 
will ask, why haſt thou made my days as an 
hand's add, and my age is as nothing be- 
fore thee £ I will ſpeak in the anguiſh of my 
Spirit, I will complain in the bitterneſs of 
my ſoul. A thouſand doors open out of 
this life; but not one into it from the dark 
territories of the grave. To thoſe who love 
this world, there is ſomething very ſhock- 
ing in the thought, that they muſt be ever- 
laſtingly divorced from it! Tis one thing 
to travel for arverſcon, or out of curioſity,” 
to ſee ſtrange cities and countries; another, 
to be thruſt from home by a ſentence of 
baniſhment, forbidding us ever to reviſit our 
native ſhore. Death is a perpetual exile. 
The ſame ſun ſets and riſes, the ſame wa- 
ters are emptied into the ſea, and from 
thence borrowed again to ſupply the rivers; 
and thus continue in an endleſs circulation, 


but the ſame life is never renew'd. The days 

= of darkneſs are many; the grave devours all, 

and reſtores none, till the general judgment, 
when men ſhall riſe indeed, but not to dwell 
any more, as they now do, on the face of 
4 the carth. 


And what is 8 fo very dreadful in this 
ſpall re- 


| Furn no more into this World? if applied 
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(26) 
to the regenerate, the true meaning of it 
when explain'd, is really this. They ſhall 
no more come back to a world, where the 
day of their death was better than the day 

their birth; to the region of in and va- 
nity, of trouble, diſtraction, changes, and death. 
When they are ſettled in the promiſed 
land, they ſhall never be condemn'd a ſe- 
cond time to tread this howling wilderneſs; 
when return d from a ſeventy year's capti- 


vity, (for ſuch is life to them that draw it 


out ſo long, and in proportion to others 
who live a leſs time, tho the hardſhips and 
oppreſſions are generally greateſt, as in the 


bondage of Egypt, towards the end of it; 


T ay, when return'd to their country) they 
ſhall never go into captivity more. They 
ſhall never again put on their old ſhackles; 
never again repeat their old miſtales; never 


again commence their old warfare. They 


behold the face of God; and ſhall always be- 
hold it; they are with Feſus, and ſhall be 
ever. with him; they enjoy a heaven of de- 
lights, and ſhall eternally enjoy it; they 
have the company of all thoſe holy ſouls that 
are. gone before, or that follow, as they are 
continually added to the Church triumphant, 
and ſhall have it for ever. Some of the 
heathens had a notion, that ſouls exiſted 
before their deſcent into the body; and 


when the time appointed was come for their 
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entering into human life, they were oblig d 
(according to the ingenious allegory of the 
* poet) to drink of a river, whoſe waters 
had a quality to make them forget all that 
was paſt ; to the end they might be willing 
to put on an earthly. body, and ſubmit to 
the inconveniencies of this mortal life. If 
the ſoul of Lazarus, in the interval be- 
tween his death, and his ſecond life, to 


Which he was rais'd by our Saviour, mingled 


with the blefled ſpirits above; nothing but 
his ſubmiſſion to the will of God could make 
him contented to forego their happy ſociety, 
and take up a load he had laid down; unleſs 
We ſuppoſe him to forget all that happen d 
to him in his ſeparate ſtate, ſo as to awake 
from death, no otherwiſe than if it had 
been an ordinary ſleep. After St. Paul 
had been rapt up into the #herd heavens, he 
had hardly patience to ſtay his inte! 
time in the body. 

6. The circumſtances that death is ſome- 
times attended with, render its viſits impro- 


ber in the apprehenſions of nature; and 


therefore welcome. Of this kind; are the 


circumſtances of time, I mean the time of 


life, and place; which I the rather mention, 
becauſe the affecting inſtance of the frailty 


and uncertainty of life we have lately had 


leads me to it. We have ſeen a moſt Pee 


Q Virgil. Eneid. L. 6. — 
EK 3 | ' miſing 


N 0 26 0 
miſing life cut off in its beginning; one d 
ſervedly dear to her friends and relatives, 
for her accompliſhments of body and mind, 
crown'd with religion; ſnatch'd at once from 
life, and them. And we cannot wonder, 
when decrepit age would fain hide it ſelf 
from death; and Hezekiah, who had ſeen 
the beſt of life, and was in the ſtrength of 
his reaſon; declin'd its ſummons ; we can- 
not, I ſay, juſtly wonder, that the young do 
not often run to meet its embraces. The 

| _ ſtruggle between life and death is never har- 

| der than when life is in its prime and vi- 

gor. Young perſons like what they have 

__ = ſeen of the world fo well, that they deſire 

| to be better acquainted with it; little ima- 

gining that the better acquainted with it they 
are, the leſs they ſhall admire it, and have 

1 | the deeper conviction of its emptineſs. They 

would advance farther into the country, and 

fondly fancy they ſhall diſcover new ſcenes 
of delight, and find what will be more and 
more entertaining. There is not a greater 

Natterer than hope; nor are there any more 

5 eaſy to be flatter d and deluded by it than 

-% young perſons; for their judgments being 

yet but weak, their experience little, their 

diſappointments few, their paſſions ſtrong, 
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= and their imaginations warm and lively, 
| they are generally credulous, - apt to have a 
1 good opinion of whatever gratifies their in- 
ll . © 1 clina® MF 
1 
a +> 
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* 


clinations, to believe every thing, and to 


expect every thing. And how can the 
thoughts of death be naturally otherwiſe than 
unacceptable to thoſe, who have ſo quick a 
reliſh of the pleaſures of =P and gay pro- 


ſpects from it ? 


But neither is this caſe without its pro- 
per conſolations. For (that I may ſpeak 
firſt'in the perſon of the young themſelves) 
may I, or muſt I, die in the flower of my 
days? If it be ſo decreed by the wiſe and 


Z gracious God, I ſubmit; and the more rea- 


dily, becauſe what the remaining part of my 
line would be, if drawn out to a greater 
length, I cannot tell. Days ſhould ſpeak, 
and multitude of years ſhould teach wiſdom ; 


and if I hearken to thoſe who are much 


older than my ſelf, and whoſe judgments 
have been ripen'd by experience; they all 
agree, that life is like a cloud which ap- 
pears beautifully colour'd, but is made up 
all of vapours, and engenders thunder, and 
lightning, and tempeſt, and that the world 
never makes good what it promiſes. The 
younger I die, the more innocent, and the 
ſooner ſhall I be poſſeſsd of my reward; 
the leſs time is allotted me in the world, 


the leſs time there is for ſin to dwell in me, 


and the leſs will be my portion of trouble. 
Theſe and ſuch like thoughts may help to 
RF the religious Ore” And, for the 

friends 


1 a 
friends of ſuch, who have already paſt a good 


part of the tireſome road, and know the un- 


pleaſantneſs of it, the difficulty of finding 
the right way amidſt the crowds that go 
wrong, the ſnares, and dangers, and ill- 
treatment, that the traveller is expos'd to; 
who have tried the world, and found it to 
be vanity and vexation of ſpirit; they, ſure- 
ly, have great reaſon, when fearing, or la: 


menting, the untimely death of a young 


relative, to moderate their fears or ſorrows, 
not knowing what events the following part 
of life's hiſtory, might have been fill'd with; 


and knowing but too well the great likeli- 


hood that they would at beſt have been un- 
fatisfying, and not anſwer'd expectation. 


As for the circumſtance of place, we may 


die at a conſiderable diſtance from home; 


which was the caſe of that young Gentle: 


woman whom ſome of us attended, this laſt 
week, part of her fad journey to the tomb, 


muſt ſee corruption with them. We know 
not the place - where, any more than the 
time when, and the manner how, we ſhall 
die, We go abroad, never to return; an 
ambuſh is laid for us on the road, or the 
end of our journey proves the end of our 
lives. This ſhould teach us nat to be eager- 
ly ſet on our deſigns, nor to propoſe too 
much to our ſelves in themy to regard it as 
_— to our 


where ſhe is gather'd ts her fathers, and 
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(631) 
our wiſdom, wherever we are, to be in 2 
readineſs for death, and to act upon a ſup- 
poſition that it may arreſt us. And tis a 
ſatis faction, that if we are prepar d, the place 
where we happen to leave the world makes 
no difference, and is one of the laſt things 
we ſhould trouble our ſelves about. Per- 
haps, we may be at home; perhaps, abroad; 
perhaps, in the midſt of our friends; perhaps, 
among ſtrangers. As death is of all places 
and countries, fo God is every where pre- 
ſent, and every where the diſtance is the 
ſame from earth to heaven, and the paſſage 
equally ſafe. And if the friends of ſuch as 
dic at a diſtance are deſirous of having them 
laid with their kindred duſt, it cannot be 
ſuppos'd to proceed from a belief that the 
dead are any way benefited by it, or affected 
with it: In this ſenſe, we may ſay, as the 
Philoſopher did, who being on his travels, 
and askd by his friends, whether, if any 
thing happen'd to him, he would be carried 
e to his own country, to the place of 
his birth, replied, No matter; the way to the 
EEhſian fields (in the Chriſtian language to 
3 -eaven) is the ſame from one place to ano- 
b | ther xk. O my ſoul, only chuſe God for thy 
portion, and heaven for thy home, and give 
all diligence that thou be found in Chriſt z 
and thou mayſt reſt entirely eaſy, hen and 
. | * Cicer. Tuſe, Qu. L. 1. 8. 43. 
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(32) 
where ſoever, death preſents it. ſelf to thee, 
I have read of a good man & that uſed often 
to ſay, © That if he were to chuſe a place 
< to die in, it ſhould be in an inn; it look- 
c“ ing like a pilgrim's going home; to whom 
cc this world was all as an inn, and who was 
« weary of the noiſe, and confuſion of it. 
He added, That the officious tenderneſs. 
« and care of friends was an entanglement 
< to a dying man, and that the unconcern'd 
< attendance of thoſe that could be pro- 
« curd in ſuch a place (wherezn: the caſe 
< of the deceas d was not at all like, ha- 
« Ving à tender mother, and other relations 
« and acquaintance about her) would give 
< leſs diſturbance; and he obtain'd what 
& he delird. —— Thus have I conſider'd: 
the principal grounds of that averſion which 
men naturally have for death; and under 
each head have ſuggeſted ſuch thoughts and 
reflections, as tend to quiet the heart in re- 
ſpect of that particular ground of trouble. 
I have not ſaid any thing of that fear, 
which the idea of death excites as an intro- 
duction to a ſtate of miſery and puniſhment, 
becauſe this is not a merely natural, but. 
guilty fear; ariſing from the apprehenſion, . 
whether true or falſe, of unpardoned guilt, 
which, being grafted on our natural fears, 
makes the fruit, which before was only ſour, 


* Bp. . See Burnet's Hiſtory of his Life and Times 
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039). 
1 nge its kind, and become poiſonous“ 
ten Secondly. Givayne leave to propoſe a few 


acc rules or directions, which may be of uſe to 
k- reconcile us to the thoughts of death; not- 
om withſtanding all the reluctance, and oppoſi- 
vas tion of nature againſt it. And here the moſt 
it. general and comprehenſive rule is, that we 
eſs. make the comforts, mentioned under the 
ent ſeveral foregoing particulars, our own ; that 
nd F we put it out of all reaſonable doubt that 
ro- they are ſo; and that, on the one hand, 
aſe we obſerve and practiſe whatever may pro- 
ha- mote, and, on the other hand, carefully a- 
ous void every thing that may hinder, the ge- 
ive nnuine influence and effect of them upon our 
hat F minds: for there is nothing wanting in theſe 
erd AF comforts, to render them an over-ballance 
ich to dur fears; if there be nothing wanting 
der on our part; either as to our right to them, 
and or in our manner of applying them. But 
re- more particularly; theſe following rules, 
le. not excluding others, deſerve our conſidera- 
car, tion and regard. 
tro- 1. Let us ſee to it, that our ate be good. 
ent, That is a good ſtate, into which, not a 
but. ; merely outward; but a real, in ward Chriſti- 


ion, MF nity, puts us; conſiſting in the converſion 
uilt, of the heart to the /ove of God, and of the 
ears, life to the practice of every duty he com- 
our, ⁵⁶ mands us; faith in ſeſus, as our Mediator 
imes. and Advocate, an humble reliance on the me- 
nge ⁶⁵ 1 . 
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make any reflexions whither they are going? 


TY 


| (34) 
rits of his death, and an aſſiduous imitation 
of the virtues of his divige fe. They a- 
lone, who are in ſuch a ſtate as this, have 
a right to the conſolations before offer'd ; 
they alone can know them for their good. 
Tis for them only, who have a reaſonable 
hope in their death, not to be afraid of its 
approach. Well may death appear terrible 
to others! very often, ſuch do not ſo pro- 
perly go, as are drag'd, out of this life; 
their ſouls are pull'd away, not reſign'd. And 
can we think this to be at all ſtrange, if they 


Eternity cannot but ſtrike the ſoul with 
trembling that ſtands on the edge of it, and 
ſees nothing but the pit of deſtruction, open- 
ing its mouth to receive him! Aſtoniſhment 2? 
almoſt deprives him of the uſe of his re- 65 
ſon, his heart meditates terror, and, in fear- an, 


ful expectation of judgment, he waits the IF ma, 
ſtroke that will for ever ſever him from dee 


earth and heaven, from God and all good pen 
ſpirits, from bliſs and glory. But now, the F us: 
man who is reconciled to God, and taken and 
into the charge of the great Saviour of the 'F ove 
world, and hath received the holy Spirit, as | 
the ſeal of forgiveneſs, and the pledge of fo / 
immortality ; this man may juſtly be allow'd tit, 
to triumph over that, which cannot ſeparate 
him from the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the communion of Fark 
2 L oy 


eng 
t 


. CF 
holy Ghoſt; but, inſtead of that, puts him 
into the full enjayment of all theſe. By the 
ſame method, that prevents or removes his 
guilty fears, his natural fears, of death are 
overcome. The Chriſtian, as ſuch, hath 
nothing mortal about him, and is concerned 
With, and for, nothing that is mortal. The 
ſpiritual life is a flame kindled from heaven 
that will never be extinguiſb d. b The word 
of God, the inſtrument of his regeneration, 
abideth for ever, and the almighty efficient 
of this great work is the eternal Spirit; the 
covenant on which he builds his hopes is the 
everlaſiing Goſpel ; the Mediator of the co- 
venant is made a prieſt for ever, after the 
power of an endleſs life, having obtained e- 
ternal redemption for us. The God ein whom 
he truſts, is the unchangeable, everliving God; 
and the things he aſpires to unſeen, but eter- 
nal. So thar, here is not the leaſt room for 
death to put in its claim; 'tis all /fe, and 
peace, and joy, and all without end. Let 
us therefore put the mortality of the man, 
and the immortality of the Chriſtian, one 
over againſt the ſother. 4 As for man, his 
3 #ays are as graſs: As a flower of the field 
3 /0 he flouriſheth, for the wind paſſeth over 
= 2, and it is gone, and the place there- 


1 John v. 1 1. bi Pet. i. 23: Heb. ix. 14. Rev. xiv. 6. 
Heb. vii. 16. ——=ix. 12, Rev. iv. 9. 2 Cor. iv, 18. F/ | 
one | — 
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(36) 
of ſhall know it no more. So far, we 
have only the ruinous face of things, where 
death hath ſpread its conqueſts : : Read on; 
but the mercy of the Lord is from everlaſt- 
ang ta everlaſting, upon them that fea him, 
and. his righteouſneſs to children's children, 
tua usb as keep his covenant, and remember 
bis commandments to do them. Only be in 
- Covenant with God, and keep his covenant, 
and you are upon a foundation which time 
and death cannot deſtroy. 
2. Let us labour after a greater diſengage 
ment from the world, and the body. 
there a neceſſity of our leaving this 5 
3 and do we find it hard to bring our incli- 
. nations to agree with this neceſſity? Let us 
- practiſe a more hearty indifference to the 
| world, and what is now difficult, will, by 
degrees, become eaſy. Were this world as 
worthleſs in our eſteem as it is in itſelf, 
and lov'd no more than it deſerves; the 
greateſt danger would then be, that we ſhould 
grow weary of our ſtay in it, and, with a 
kind. of impatience, wiſh for the time of 
our diſmiſſion. We ſhould think the. world 
but like one of thoſe narrow, rocky, Iſlands, 
to which it was an ancient cuſtom among 
the Romans to baniſh. criminals, (and to 
which, I cannot tell, whether I have not 
ſeen it ſome where or other, and on ſome 
occaſt ion or K at es! glad to 910 
Wit 
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= with the firſt fair opportunity. They that 
4 have wives, and children, and other dear 
relations, would be, as tho they had none; 
they that weep, as tho they wept not; 
and they that rejoice, as tho they rejoic- 
ed not; and they that buy, as tho they 
poſſeſſed not ; and they that uſe this world, 
as not abuſing it; becauſe the faſhion of 
this world paſſeth away. Muſt, in a little 
while more, this Soul of mineleave its body, 
as well as I leave the world? Let me take 
care that my ſoul be not too deeply im- 
merſed in the life of the body; and that it 
do not enter too far into its intereſts and 
engagements; let me reſtrain the inclinati- 
on to ſenſual delights, and by frequent de- 
nials tame, and mortify it. My ſoul, thus 
practiſing an abſtraction from the body, 
which is a kind of moral death, will be the 
better prepar'd for the time when the body 


I falls under the ſtroke of the natural. A life 


of caſe, and pleaſure, and fleſhly indulgences, 
is but a ſorry defence againſt the fears of 
death. Whereas, in the midſt of the great- 
eſt abundance, and of carnal ſollicitations, 
a moderate and cautious uſe of theſe things 
would put us out of their power, and pre- 
vent their being a hindrance to us in our 

removal; inſomuch, that we ſhould be able 
to quit the world and the body, with the 


1 Cor. vil. 29 31. 
| 1 like 


(438 ) 
like freedom as thoſe that have nothing to 
loſe. With the ſame view, we ſhould keep 


our minds diſencumber'd with the cares of 


life. F our hearts are overcharg'd with 
theſe, the evil day will come upon us una- 
WAres. 
can, a multiplicity of worldly affairs ; ſince 
the-natural, and almoſt unavoidable, effect 
of theſe is a worldly temper; as the ne- 
ceſſary effect of that will be a diſaffection to 
death, which ſtops us in the midſt of our 
eager purſuits. 
tells us of an old officer under Charles V. 
who requeſting a diſcharge from his maſter, 
that he might ſpend the laſt years of his life 
in quiet and devotion; and, being ask'd 
the reaſon of his intended retirement, re- 


plied, inter vite negotia & mortis diem opor- 


tere ſpatium intercedere, that there ought to 
be ſome interval between the buſineſs of 


life, and the day of one's death: which wiſe 


anſwer of his made ſo deep an impreſſion 
on the mind of. that Emperor, as to confirm 
him in the deſign he had before form'd of 
renouncing the world himſelf, and paſſing 
the remnant of his days in a religious ſoli- 
tude; as he afterwards did. This advice is, 
indeed, more eſpecially ſeaſonable for thoſe 
Nb are e worn out with cares, and 
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buſineſs; but however, ſhould be 4 far 
minded by all, as to warn them never to 
be entangled, and, as it were, loſt, in the 
affairs of the world; becauſe there is no 
man but is liable to death, and therefore 
concern'd to make all e proviſion for 
Mt 
145 Let us geek to have our minds thorough- 
ly penetrated, and poſſeſs d, with the belief 
and hope of the heavenly world ; and, in 
order to make them the more powerful i in 
their operation, let us entertain our ſelves 
with frequent contemplations of its glorious 
objects. The afflictions of time would then 
ſeem to be igt, and but for a moment, 
and death rather to be wiſh'd for, than 
dreaded, * while we look'd not to the things 
which are ſeen, but to the things that 'are 
not ſeen; comparing them together, both 
in reſpe& of their weight and duration; a 
light, a momentary affliction, with an ex- 
cceding, eternal weight of glory. I could al- 
moſt venture to recommend this, as next to 
an infallible method of procuring eaſe and 
tranquillity to the mind, under the appre- 
henſions of our approaching diſſolution. 
Why ſhould I be ſo anxious about leaving 
this world, who believe a better, and hope 
for a better? > Faith is the evidence of things 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Þ Heb. xi. 1. | 
not 


(40) 
not ſeen, and; by ons the future'world 


preſent , would annihilate this. But then 


faith, to be effectual, muſt be enforcd by 
ſerious, fixed, and repeated conſideration of 
the things we believe; which, other wiſe, 
will be as if they were not. Where medi- 
tation is added to exerciſe and draw forth 
our faith, and to actuate our hopes, it looſens 
the chains which faſten'd our hearts to this 

world, and renders the thoughts of the laſt 


day we ſhall ſpend upon earth delightful. 


By drawing aſide the veil, and aſcending the 
mount of contemplation, we have commu- 
nion with the Saints in light, without dy- 
ing ; in which we are ſo delighted as to 
be willing to die, that this communion 


may be perfected; that we may join em- 


braces with thoſe, with whom we havellong 


been of one heart and one ſoul; and arrive 


to a ſort of equality in holineſs with them, 


whoſe examples we have weakly imitated, 
by endeavouring to do the will of God on 
earth, as they do in heaven. By ſuch medi- 
tations as theſe we learn to deſpiſe the 
world, which appears valuable, as the ,moſt 


worthleſs things may do, 'to thoſe only who 
are acquainted with 'nothing better; and 
ſpread our wings for a flight above the Stars. 


4. Let us make the thoughts of death fa- 


miliar to our minds; particularly, in thoſe 


views of it, which the Goſpel hath given us. 
= How 


How many things are there which we know 
not how to bear, till uſe and better acquain- 
tance have reconcil'd us to them? As for in- 
ſtance, thoſe that have always liv'd in popu- 
lous towns and cities, to exchange noiſe 
and hurry and company, for a ſtate of ſoli- 
tude and ſilence in the country? So death, 
as a retirement from the world, and the 
grave, as a ſolitary, loneſome, receſs, look 
more frightful at a diſtance than near, and 
at firſt ſight than after we have examin'd them 
more thoroughly; eſpecially in thoſe repre- 
ſentations, which are made of death in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; as a releaſefrom an heavy 
burthen, that ſinks us to the grave; the hap- 
2 concluſion of a dangerous war, which, 
tho' honourable, allows of no truce, and is 
never finally decided but by death; a reſt 
From the labors of this ſinful life; and ſeiz- 
ing on the immortal prize, at the fniſbing 
of our courſe ; with reſpect to the body, 4 
ſleep in Feſus, and, with regard to the ſoul, 
an abſence from the body, that it may be pre- 
= ſent with the Lord. How little reſemblance 
is there between this picture of death, and 
that which is drawn by ſenſe, by guilt, and 
by a melancholy fancy? As often as we 
need to have the levity of our minds cor- 
= rcacd, or inordinate affections repreſt, it 
, Thi Ger, Py 4 and 8. 2 Tim. iv. 7. Rev. av. 13. 
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(42) 
may be of great uſe to ſet death before us 
in its natural viſage, and with all its black 
and ſolemn train; but when the danger is 
not ſo great on this ſide, as of our being 
unfitted by the immoderate fears of death 
for the comfortable diſcharge of the duties 


incumbent on us; it is then moſt adviſable 
to view death in another light, as transfigur'd 
by the pleaſing deſcriptions of it in the word 


of God, and the commanding power of faith, 


in the Chriſtian. _ | 
5. Let us often reflect that our leaving 


the world is a thing under the direction of 


uncrring wiſdom, and infinite love. For this 
thought would greatly contribute to facili- 
tate our ſubmiſſion to the neceſſity of de- 
parting hence, when we look'd on it, not 
as the effect of blind fate, but the wiſe ap- 
pointment of heaven, and reſult of a gra- 
cious, as well as ſovereign, decree. Yes, 


I can now ſubmit, not as of conſtraint, but 
willingly ;- with entire ſatisfaction, and com- 
placency of ſoul ; 


becauſe I know that as 
there is 4 time to be born and a time to die a, 
fo chance hath nothing to do with cither. 


My Times are in the hand of Cod; he hath 


the keys of the viſible and inviſible worlds, 


exerciſes an uncontroulable dominion over 
both, orders our appearance on this — 
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ſtage, with the parts we are ſeverally to 


act, and then our diſappearance, and with- 


draw into another ſtate; and does all things 
in the moſt proper ſeaſon. Hencefor ward, 
therefore, it ſhall be the leaſt part of my ſol- 
licitude that I cannot live always in this world, 
and, it may, be,ſhall not live long. I am ſa- 
tisfied, I ſhall not go hence till I am called, 


and, if prepar'd, cannot go too ſoon. 


Laſily. Let us keep our ſelves in a con- 
ſtant actual readineſs for our removal. An 
habitual preparation every true Chriſtian 
hath made; and can therefore die with ſafe- 
ty. But a comfortable, a joyous, a triumphant 
death requires ſomething more. And I can- 
not think, when our Saviour admoniſhes 
his diſciples to be alſo. ready, becauſe they 
know not the day or the hour when the Son 
of man cometh *, that he means no more 
than their being in a ſtate of favour and 
forgiveneſs with God. I make no doubt, 
but he comprehends that care which we 
ſhould all take to have our hearts united, 
and every grace of the divine Spirit awake, 
and in exerciſe; for, thus only, ſhall we gird 
up the loins of our minds, as ſervants that 
expect the return of their Lord, and have 
our lamps trimmed and burning. An im- 
moveable ſtedfaſtneſs in religion, a regular 
courſe of Goſpel obedience (not patch d like 

Mat. xxiv. 44. e 
- a gar- 


— 


| (44 ) 
A. garment in which there have been a thou- 
land rents, badly ſow'd together again; bur, 
like the coat of Chriſt, without ſeam from 
top to bottom;) an equal, animated, and 


enlightned devotion (not blazing for a mo- 


ment, like fire in ſtraw, or burning bright 
and dim by fits, like a fire not well kindled) ; 

a wile circumipection, and vigilance of be- 
haviour, and finally, an abounding diligence 
in the work of the Lord; theſe, theſe are 
the things which muſt inſpire us with a con- 
fidence that death with all its alarms can- 
not ſhake. A life of ſtrict religion will 
kcep conſcience eaſy and on our ſide, and 
conſcience is the beſt ſecond, as Chriſt is the 
beſt leader, in this laſt war; and, if we add 
a ſpirit of devotion, which will always ex- 


preſs itſelf in the conſtant performance of 


devotional duties, we ſhall, as it were, live 
out of the world, while we are in it, and, 
by that means, be able with leis difficulty 
to leave it once for all at death. Chriſtians 
ſhould converſe, as on the borders of eter- 
nity, and in the preſence of their judge; 
ſhould. maintain a fixed attention to their 


rule, and watch-againſt any ſuch temper and 


poſture of mind, and way of life, as they 
would bluſh to. have their Maſter find 
them in. And, O! were this their daily 
care, they would not dread the voice that 
ſummoned them, out of this world, . but 
. cheer- 
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cheerfully obey it, W break off in the e 
midſt of their converſation with all things 
here below, and run to meet their Lord. 

1 ſhall apply this ſubject in two inferences, 


and a ſingle uſe of exhortation. _ . 
4 1. Since the fear of death is a natural 
; EF paſſion, I infer the divine excellency of the 
e- 3 Chriſtian Religion, and ſingular privilege of 
c© # thole that profeſs it. For the grand queſtion 
Ee is, how we ſhall overcome our dread of death, 
n- particularly under the notion of a final re- 
n- move from the world, and the body; ſo as 
ill! not, thro'fear of death, to have our lives em- 
ad bitter d to us, and our ſouls in perpetual 
he bondage? The offers and attempts of the 
dd Poets are not worth regarding, being at 
x- beſt but the ſlight excurſions and skirmiſhes 
of of wit againſt an enemy, too powerful to 
ve be fo combated and ſubdued. Reaſon can 
id, direct us to no effectual remedy againſt theſe 
Ity fears. Wile men in all ages have tried at it, 
ins but without ſucceſs; leaving the glory of 
er- this conqueſt over the fears of death to that 
ze; great perſon who overcame death itſelf, and 
eir him that had the power of death, that is, the 
nd devil. Our Saviour by his precepts and e- 
13's ample hath taught his followers the con- 
nd tempt of this life, and in his Goſpel hath 
ily reveald' to them another. And the truth is, 
hat theſe two had need always go together; I 
but mean, the cqmmape' to deſpiſe all the blan- 
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diſhments and terrors of the world, with 


all the threats of death, and the doctrine of 


a future happy ſtate. I reckon him to have 
little right to enjoin mortification and indif- 
ference to the preſent world; and /eſs rea- 


ſon to think he ſhall be regarded, who hath 
No propoſals to make of a bleſſedneſs here- 
after, that will eclipſe the glories, and over- 


ballance the riches and delights of time, ſo 
as to make us willing to throw them up all; 


and this gives us the reaſon of the defeat 


which the w/dom of men hath generally met 
with in its endeavours to raiſe the human 
ſoul above its natural hopes and fears. But 
now, our divine Maſter, when he calls us 


to forſake all that we have, cither actually 
when Providence ſupplics us with a juſt oc- 


caſion, or in the reſolution and affection of 
our minds, and to hate our lives for his 
ſake z may well expect to have his com- 
mands joyfully complied with, becauſe he 
aſſures us of treaſure in heaven, and that 
we ſhall find that life again to advantage, 
which we loſe in his cauſe, or while we are 
in his ſervice, and doing his buſineſs. He 
hath brought life and immortality to light by 
his Goſpel, and diſcovered and promiſed ſuf- 


ficient to wean every one who believes in 


him from the love of life; which will na- 
turally be followed with a mind fearleſs of 
death, And, by the way, this hints a con- 
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(47) 
ſiderable difference between the Saints un- 
der the Old Teſtament ; and thoſe under the 
New, wherein the latter have manifeſtly the 
advantage. David when he pray'd, O ſpare 
me Cc. and Hezekiah in the text, betray'd 
a ſtrange diſcompoſure of mind under the 
apprehenſions of death; while Srephen a- 


midſt a ſhower of ſtones calmly breath d forth 
his ſpirit into the hands of his Redeemer : 


Peter, the night before his intended execu- 
tion, ſlept ſo ſoundly berwixt his keepers, 
as not to awake, tho' ſurrounded with a 
miraculous light, till the Angel ſinote him 
on the fide, ſay ing to him, arſe up quickly ; 
and the Apoſtle Paul expreſſes a vehement 
deſire to depart, and fo be with Chriſt, as 


far better than continuing in the body. That 


there was ſomething extraordinary in theſe 
inſtances, I freely grant; but from the rea- 
ſon which $f. Paul ſubjoins of his deſire 
to be diſſolv'd, vg. that he might be with 
Chriſt, and the viſion. which the protomar- 
tyr Stephen had of Jeſus ſtanding on the right 


| hand of God, as it were in the act to receive 


him, I cannot but obſerve, that the glori- 
ous proſpects which the firſt Chriſtians had 
into the next life, under the powerful aſ- 
ſiſtances of the divine Spirit, (which we may 
have in proportion to the exigency of our 
caſe, as well as they) made them equally 
deſpiſe all that the world could do for them, 

or 
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as much alacrity as a man does a garment, 


that tires and incommodes him. 


2, I would from hence take occaſion to 
mind both you and my ſelf of the neceſſity, 
and wiſdom, of a Chriſtian life. Tis ne- 
ceſſary, that we may be rationally willing 


to die; and it is therefore wiſe. A religious 


life naturally begets peace and — — 
fortifies the mind againſt abj ect fears, purges 
it of low and mean deſires, gives it noble 
views, and generous aims and hopes, and by 
leſſening the reliſh and eſteem of the world, 
diminiſhes the reluctance we feel in quitting 
it. But then, its greateſt uſefulneſs is ſeen 


in entitling us to the ſupports, and the re- 


wards of the Goſpel, Whoever leads a life 
conformable to 155 precepts of Chriſtianity, 


may take the comfort of all that God hath 
promiſed, be ſatisfied of the forgiveneſs of 


all his ſins, lay hold of the righteouſneſs of 
his Saviour, and depend on the powerful 
aids and conſolations of the holy Spirit; 
and boldly, tho humbly, claim an immor- 
tal crown, And the perſon that can do all 


this need not, when the time for his depar- 
ture is come, out of a fooliſh fondneſs for 


this worthleſs, ſinful, tranſitory, life, weep 


fore that he mult die, * not live. To 
conclude 5 $ | 
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Let us be per ſuaded to examine. what is 
the ſtate of our ſouls with reſpe& to the fear 
of death; and reſolve we will do every thing 
neceſſary to ſettle the repoſe of our minds 
on a right foundation. Have we conquer d 
our feat of death, upon ſuch principles, and 
by ſuch methods, as thoſe before advis d to; 
ſo that we can think of death, and be even 
refreſh'd and ſupported by the thought? Or, 
at leaſt, not extremely ruffled and unhing'd 

by, it? Or have we only diyerted this fear 
by the methods of worldly and ſenſual pru- 
dence? If this be the caſe, we fhall ſtudi- 
ouſly ſhun the thoughts of death, we ſhall 
be glad of any expedient that will help, to 
put them aſide. But now, not to obſerve, 
that theſe thoughts will return upon us, whe- 
ther we will or no, in ſome circumſtances, 
and turn our laughter into mourning, and 
our joy into heavineſs; not to inſiſt on this, 
I would only argue from the care we take 
to get out of the way of ſuch thoughts, 
that there is at the bottom of our ſouls a 
fear of death, which, firſt or laſt, will ſur- 
prize us like a whirlwind, that we ſhall not 
be able to reſiſt. Wherefore, that I may 
know how it is with me in this important 
point, as I ſhould take a review of my life, 
and conſider what that hath been; ſo is it 
proper rwe, that I ſhould converſe a 
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_ alarm'd, than on the former ſuppoſition, and 


"To 5 3 | 
little with the idea of death, and obſerve 
what emotions it [raiſes in me. Let me i- 
magine, I receiv'd the ſame meſſage as Ha- 
naniah, this year thou ſhalt die. Jer. xxviii. 
15. would it not ſtartle me? Should 1 


think, 1 had any time to ſpare for ſinful 


gratifications, trifling amuſements, and in- 
dulgenceito ſloth and inactivity ? Or ſhould 
I even have the leaſt temptation to them? 
Let me farther put the caſe, the meſlage ran 
as that to FHezekiah; Set thine houſe in or- 
der, for thou ſbalt die, and not tive: As 1 
ſhould reckon I had but a ſhort time tinted 
me by theſe words; ſhould I not be more 


be in ſo much harry to diſpatch my ſecular 


and ſpiritual affairs, to (et my houſe and my 


ſoul in order, as to do neither of them well? 
Should I not, as he did, deep ſore? or be 
too much ſurptiz d and aſtoniſh'd to weep 
at all? That I may reduce the thought 
within yet narrower bounds; let me con- 


ceive, that one ſent from the dead greeted 


me in words, like thoſe of the apparition 
to Saul, To morrow' ſhalt thou be with me ; 
join'd to the congregation. of the dead, thy 


body a lifeleſs carcaſe, thy ſoul a thin un- 
bodied ghoſt; ſhould I have more courage 


than he had, who, 'tho' a warrior, and fa- 
org with the "—_—_ of death in the field, 
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yet fell firaightway all along on the earth, 
and was ſore afraid. 1 Sam. xxviii. 19, 20. 
Yer, once more, let me imagine, I heard a 
voice ſaying to me, as to the rich man, this 
night ſball thy ſoul be required of thee. Luke 


xii. 20. Let the voice be never ſo ſoft and 


gentle, that convey'd this awful meſſage ; O 
who can deſcribe the conſternation that 
would ſeize my ſoul! the agonies, and con- 
vulſions, worſe by far than the bodily pangs 
of death, which I ſhould feel, if no better 
prepared for death than this worldling, and 


_ apprehenſive that I was not? How would 


my heart at once be clear d of all the im- 
pertinent and guilty thoughts, all the diſ- 
tracting buſy cares, all the irregular deſires 
and complacencies, that fill'd it the moment 


before? O why, tho' I have no ſuch di- 


vine warning, why-ſhould I not be perſua- 


| ded to think on death, when its approach 


is certain, and may be ſudden? And to 
dwell on theſe thoughts till they had their 
proper effect upon me, to make me more 
diligent and exact in preparing for my 
latter end Then ſhould 1 have no rea- 


ſon to fear the thoughts of death; or death 
it (elf, tho“ day its hand lifted up to ſtrike 


me to the heart. Then mighs I regard 


death as one of the moſt delightful, as well 


as inſtructive, ſubjects I could think on, and, 
mim! 
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